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SAAS MedSTAR

> Single, statewide PHaRM service

> Centralised:
ÅCommunications and coordination

ÅNeonates and paediatric

ÅAdult and pre-hospital

> All platforms:
ÅRoad

ÅRotary wing

Å Fixed wing

(RFDS and Lear Jet)

> SA Ambulance Service
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It starts with relationships

nanos gigantium humeris insidentes 
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PHaRM blood use in South Australia

Blood Transportation for Medical Retrieval Services
Air Med Journal 2003 Nov-Dec;22(6):24-7

Å Dr. Peter Sharley FANZCA, FFICANZCA

Á Intensive Care Unit, Royal Adelaide Hospital, Adelaide, South Australia

Å Ian Williams, BAppSc (MedLabSc)

Á Diagnostic and Therapeutic Lab, Transfusion Medical Unit, Institute of Medical 

Veterinary Science, Adelaide, South Australia

Å Sophia Hague, BAppSc (MedSc)

Á Transfusion Medical Unit, Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science, Adelaide, 

South Australia
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Why did we change?

> Reduce blood wastage

> Remove time pressures human error

> Remove weekly blood fridge alarm challenge

> Better cold chain management 
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tasking

time pressure

unfamiliarity with processincorrect packingblood wastage
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external temp reader
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What were we doing?

Proôs

> Daily courier exchange

Å24hr turn around of red cell

> Packed by Transfusion 

Medicine Staff

ÅControlled environment

ÅNo time pressure

> Daily temperature audit

Conôs

> Daily courier exchange 

costôs

> Packed by Transfusion 

Medicine Staff ïbig FTE 

and time cost

> Thermometer validations
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You want us to do what now?

> 4 batches of 2 RBCôs units

> 1 batch per shipper as a standard

> Can be flexed up to 8, dependant on clinical 

scenario and Consultant

> Approx $10,000 savings 
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